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Overview

• Current State: Digital Student Data in Canada

• ARUCC Groningen Declaration Taskforce

• Action Items: Research Information Request 

• Discussion
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The Canadian Electronic Student Data Exchange Mosaic: 
Origins and Reasons Why

• Education falls to provincial, not national, jurisdiction.

• Electronic data hubs developed at a provincial level. 

• Diverse network of universities, colleges and technical institutes.

• High level of intra-provincial mobility (between institutions and institution 
types) by design; less so at the national level. 

• Need for a national network: supporting student success, mobility, and 
service; enhancing efficiencies, scalability, trusted data exchange; 
mitigating fraud and preserving the high quality brand of Canadian PSI



ARUCC and the Groningen Declaration Taskforce in 
Partnership with CanPESC and PCCAT 

• Association of Registrars of the Universities and Colleges of Canada, 
Pan-Canadian Consortium on Admissions and Transfer, and CanPESC

• ARUCC signed Groningen Declaration on behalf of all Canadian post-
secondary institutions in 2015

• Taskforce struck to champion the engagement of Canadian 
institutions in the implementation of the Groningen Declaration by 
fostering an ethos, culture and network that removes impediments 
for data portability, and provides the foundation for student mobility. 

• First Step: environmental scan / stakeholder survey



ARUCC and the Groningen Declaration Taskforce 

1. Exploration and development of a data-exchange model that:
• is accessible in both French and English (Canada’s two official languages);

• builds on provincial models;

• is scalable and will fill the gaps in each region;

• provides a point of contact to international data exchange networks;

• provides authentic, reliable data in a secure and standard manner.

2. Guiding principles: flexible, cohesive, scalable, single, secure point 
of contact. 



ARUCC and the Groningen Declaration Taskforce 

3. Guiding benefits: 
• improve service to students, 
• support and improve student mobility, 
• promote national dialogue re: student mobility and success, and 
• align with the national/ international goals of other Canadian postsecondary 

stakeholders 

4. With ARUCC taking the lead, create a governance model of a national 
joint steering committee to provide oversight. 

5. More details about recommendations at arucc.ca (click on “Task Force: 
Groningen”)



ARUCC and the Groningen Declaration Taskforce:
- Discussion -

1. ACTION ITEM: Fall 2017
Create a Research Information Request for a blueprint of a pan-Canadian data exchange 
model (see www.arucc.ca under “Task Force: Groningen”). 

Solution should consider and build upon existing capacities - the Canadian “mosaic”. 

2. ACTION ITEM: Spring 2018
Use the results of the Research Request for Information to build a business case to support 
enactment of the initiative (ARUCC Biennial General Meeting in June 2018).

http://www.arucc.ca/


Research Information 
Request (RIR)

http://arucc.ca/en/res
ources/task-force-
groningen.html



Question Topics in the Research Information 
Request
1. Organizational background and history

2. Previous consultations and work in HE field

3. Accommodating diversity of Canadian HE landscape

4. Suggested methodology, phases and timelines

5. Resources and skills required from ARUCC / Canadian HE

6. Lessons learned and anticipating new challenges



Q&A
What recommendations do you have?



Send insights to the ARUCC 
Groningen and Student Mobility 
Steering Group
For further information: 

Charmaine Hack, chack@Ryerson.ca

Romesh Vadivel, romesh.vadivel@mcgill.ca

Andrew Arida, Andrew.arida@ubc.ca

Joanne Duklas, joanne@duklascornerstone.ca

ARUCC Groningen Website 
http://arucc.ca/en/resources
/task-force-groningen.html
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